Isfahan: "Half the World"
goes along the whole length of the courtyard. At the entrance-gate there are the usual sellers of food and fruit and the tea-merchant serves the national drink which goes so well with the simple meal of rice, cheese, mast (yoghourt), bread and fruit. Next to the madrasah is the great Mader-i-Shah caravanserai built at the expense of the Shah's mother. Its main entrance opens on to the bazaar, and not on to the Shahar Bag. It has two courtyards, one containing living-apartments and the other stables. Both have ponds with running water. A raised platform in the middle of the larger courtyard was used by the merchants as a kind of stock exchange.
The Shahar Bag crosses the wide Zenderhud river on the magnificent Allah-werdi bridge. This connects Isfahan to Julfa., the Armenian town, and was built by Abbas the Great's close friend and Commander-in-Chief. It is over three hundred yards long, is built of brick on a limestone base and has thirty-three ogival arches each six yards wide. Ramps lead from the road to the bridge at both ends and at the Isfahan end the bridge has a monumental gateway. The roadway over it is ten yards wide and has high covered galleries along both sides for pedestrians. These have flat roofs which are reached by stairways inside the corner towers. Other stairways lead down to a vaulted passage-way which runs between the pillars'and walls of the arches. The total height of the bridge is nearly twenty-eight feet. The towers at both ends have stone walls. This is the finest ancient bridge in the world and it is equalled in beauty only by the second Sefuwa bridge in Isfahan, the Pul-i-Shatshu, a mile or two downstream, although this is shorter and architecturally much simpler. The part of the avenue on the other side of the bridge, the Hesar Jerib ("The Thousand Fields") has disappeared except for part of the terrace. Ferahabad, Shah Hussein's pleasure mansion, famous for its terraced gardens and fountains, once stood there, but this, too, has gone.
Julfa, the Armenian town, is a little farther on to the southwest of the Allah-werdi bridge. This town owes its origin to one of the many transfers of population forcibly imposed upon a people who suffered so much affliction and unhappiness.
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